
Ayyash Case
(Case number STL-18-10)
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Charges
Mr Ayyash is charged with five counts:

• Conspiracy aimed at committing a terrorist act;
• In the alternative to conspiracy aimed at committing a terrorist act, criminal association;
• Committing a terrorist acts;
• Intentional homicide with premeditation of Messrs Ghazi Abou-Karroum, Georges Hawi and Khaled 

Moura; and
• Attempted intentional homicide with premeditation of Messrs Elias El-Murr, Marwan Hamade and 

17 other persons.

The Ayyash case relates to the three attacks against Mr Marwan Hamade, Mr Georges Hawi and 
Mr Elias El-Murr that took place in Lebanon on 1 October 2004, 21 June 2005 and 12 July 2005 
respectively.

On Friday 1 October 2004, an explosion occurred 
in a car parked on Henry Ford Street in Beirut, 
Lebanon, while Mr Hamade’s car was passing by. The 
attack injured Mr Hamade and another person and 
killed his bodyguard Mr Ghazi Abou-Karroum.

On Tuesday 21 June 2005, an explosion occurred in 
Mr Hawi’s car in the Wata-El-Msaitbeh area, Beirut, 

Lebanon, killing Mr Hawi and injuring two other 
persons.

On Tuesday 12 July 2005, an explosion occurred in 
a car parked in Antelias, north of Beirut, Lebanon 
while Mr El-Murr was driving by. The attack killed 
Mr Khaled Moura who was also driving by at the 
time of the explosion and injured Mr El-Murr and 
14 others.

Indictment

In 2019, the Special Tribunal for Lebanon’s (STL) 
Pre-Trial Judge (PTJ) Daniel Fransen confirmed 
an indictment against the Accused Mr Salim Jamil 
Ayyash in the case which relates to these three attacks. 
The confirmation of this indictment marked the 
opening of the Ayyash case before the STL.

In the indictment, the Prosecution alleges that Mr 
Ayyash, together with the late Mustafa Badreddine, 
a former accused in the Ayyash et al. case (STL-11-
01), and other unidentified participants agreed to 

detonate explosive devices in a public place to cause 
a state of terror and assassinate Mr Hamade, Mr 
Hawi and Mr El-Murr. The Prosecution furthermore 
alleges that Mr Ayyash coordinated the preparation 
and execution of these separate attacks against each 
of the three prominent Lebanese political figures.

The case is currently in the Pre-Trial phase, in 
preparation for trial. Mr Ayyash is presumed innocent 
unless his guilt is established beyond reasonable 
doubt at trial.
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Key developments

16 September 2019 — The PTJ lifts the confidential-
ity of his decision confirming the indictment against 
the Accused Mr Salim Jamil Ayyash and the indict-
ment itself. He also makes public the arrest warrant 
for execution by the Lebanese authorities and the 
international arrest warrant issued against Mr Ayyash.
17 September 2019 — The STL President issues a 
statement urging the Accused to cooperate and to 
exercise his rights to participate in the proceedings.
20 September 2019 — The STL Victims Participa-
tion Unit issues a call for victims to participate in the 
proceedings.
24 September 2019 — The STL President Judge 
Ivana Hrdličková orders the alternative service of the 
indictment against Mr Ayyash, including through 
public advertisement, pursuant to Rule 76 (E) of 
the STL Rules of Procedure and Evidence (RPE). A 
public advertisement campaign follows in the next 
month to disseminate the indictment through other 
means and call upon the Accused to submit himself 
to the STL’s jurisdiction.

6 November 2019 — The STL President issues an 
order convening the Trial Chamber II in the Ayyash 
case (listed below).
19 November 2019 — The PTJ seizes Trial Cham-
ber II in order to determine whether proceedings in 
absentia should be initiated in the Ayyash case.
5 February 2020 — Trial Chamber II issues a deci-
sion to proceed with a trial in absentia against the 
Accused Mr Ayyash in the Ayyash case. Trial Cham-
ber II concludes that Mr Ayyash knowingly waived 
his right to be present during proceedings against 
him, and absconded within the meaning of Rule 106 
(A) (iii) of the RPE, therefore warranting proceedings 
in absentia.
6 February 2020 — The Head of Defence Office 
assigns counsel to represent the interests and rights of 
the Accused Mr Ayyash (listed below).
17 April 2020 — The PTJ grants the status of Victim 
Participating in the Proceedings (VPPs) to 29 victims 
out of 33 who applied to participate in the proceed-
ings. One VPP has since withdrawn. He orders that 
the victims be divided into three groups each relating 
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The Ayyash case (STL-18-10) relates to three attacks against Mr Marwan Hamade, Mr Georges Hawi 
and Mr Elias El-Murr respectively. These attacks were found to be connected to the 14 February 2005 
attack against former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.
Mr Ayyash, the Accused in the Ayyash case (STL-18-10) was also found guilty beyond reasonable doubt 
in the Ayyash et al. case (STL-11-01), which relates to the 14 February 2005 attack that led to the killing 
of former Prime Minister Hariri and 21 others, and injured 226 more. Despite having one common 
Accused, Mr Ayyash, these two cases are distinct from each other and are at different stages of the 
proceedings.

What is a trial in absentia?
A trial in absentia is a trial without the presence of the Accused.
In accordance with Lebanese law, the STL Statute and Rules of Procedure and Evidence allow for 
proceedings in absentia. At the STL, in absentia proceedings are only allowed in strict conditions and are 
meant to not delay the course of justice.

According to the Statute, proceedings in absentia may be instituted if the Accused

• has expressly and in writing waived his/her right to be present;
• has not been handed over to the Tribunal by the State authorities concerned; or
• has absconded or otherwise cannot be found.



to one of the three attacks. He also instructs the Reg-
istrar to designate one legal representative for each 
group.
14 May 2020 — the PTJ, after having consulted 
Trial Chamber II, issues a fifth order suspending 
deadlines in the case from 21 April to 30 June 2020 
inclusive. He had issued four consecutive orders sus-
pending legal deadlines on 13 March, 23 March, 08 
April and 23 April 2020. These orders came amidst 
the exceptional circumstances caused by the Covid-
19 outbreak including the limited access of personnel 
to the STL premises.
15 June 2020 — The STL Registrar, designates three 
counsel as Legal Representatives of Victims (LRVs) 
participating in the Ayyash case (listed below).
27 August and 8 September 2020 — The PTJ 
grants the status of VPP to three additional victims, 
whose applications had initially been rejected. This 
follows the Appeals Chamber’s decision of 6 August 
2020 granting appeals filed by Duty LRV on behalf 
of two victim applicants whose applications for VPP 
status the PTJ had found to be incomplete.
16 September 2020 — The PTJ sets an initial work-
ing plan and the deadlines for the filing of RPE Rule 
91 (G), (H) and (I) material respectively by the Pros-
ecutor, the LRVs and the Defence prior to the start of 
the trial. This material includes pre-trial briefs, lists 
of witnesses and lists of exhibits. This initial working 
plan was subsequently modified and the deadlines 
extended due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
26 October 2020 — The Appeals Chamber unani-
mously dismisses the Defence’s appeal of 21 Sep-
tember 2020 against Trial Chamber II’s decision 
confirming the Tribunal’s jurisdiction in the case. 
The Defence had filed a preliminary motion on 3 
June 2020 arguing that the STL does not have sub-
ject matter jurisdiction over the alleged attacks. The 
Trial Chamber II had dismissed the Defence motion 

on 10 September, deeming the three attacks prima 
facie connected to the Hariri’s attack.
20 November 2020 — Trial Chamber II dismisses 
the certification for appeal requested by the Defence 
Counsel against its decision of 28 September reject-
ing the Defence motion of 21 July alleging defects in 
the form of the indictment against Mr Ayyash.
20 November 2020 — The Prosecution files its Pre-
Trial Brief (public redacted version on 15 December). 
At over 180 pages, the pre-trial brief is accompanied 
and followed by lists of exhibits and witnesses that 
the Prosecution intends to present at trial in relation 
to various aspects of its case against the Accused. This 
involves the disclosure to the Defence and LRVs of 
the statements of 275 individual witnesses and 2838 
exhibits together with their related translations.
8 December 2020 — Trial Chamber II dismisses 
the certification for appeal requested by the Defence 
Counsel against its decision of 21 October 2020 to 
dismiss the Defence’s motion of 2 July 2020. The 
Defence had requested reconsideration of Trial 
Chamber II’s 5 February 2020 decision to hold trial 
in absentia against Mr Ayyash.
17 December 2020 — The PTJ transfers the Prose-
cution’s Pre-Trial Brief, lists of exhibits and witnesses, 
and a copy of the exhibits to Trial Chamber II to 
allow the Chamber to familiarize itself with the file 
and to prepare effectively for trial.
29 January 2021 — The LRVs file their submissions 
with the lists of exhibits and witnesses they intend to 
present at trial pursuant to Rule 91 (H) of the Rules. 
The Defence’ Pre-Trial Brief is due by 23 April 2021.
25 February 2021 — The PTJ issues a Scheduling 
Order setting 16 June 2021 as a tentative date for the 
start of trial.
5 March 2021 — the PTJ also transfers the lists of 
witnesses and exhibits submitted by the LRVs to Trial 
Chamber II.C
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Victims’ participation at the STL
The STL enables victims who suffered harm as a result of an act under the Tribunal’s jurisdiction to 
participate in trial proceedings. The STL assigns the participating victims their own lawyer, referred to as 
the Legal Representative of Victims (LRV). There are 31 victims participating in the Ayyash case (STL-
18-10) and they are divided into three distinct groups, each relating to one of the three attacks, and one 
Legal Representative is designated for each group.
Consult these FAQs to learn more about Victims at the STL: https://www.stl-tsl.org/en/victims/
frequently-asked-questions
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Did you know?
The PTJ convened several status conferences to review the status of the Ayyash case and ensure the parties are 
ready for trial, with most of the participants attending the hearings via video conference in light of prevailing 
COVID-19 situation and travel restrictions. The first status conference took place on 22 July 2020.
According to Rule 94 of the RPE, the PTJ shall convene a status conference within no more than eight 
weeks after the initial appearance of the Accused - or its equivalent in absentia proceedings, which 
coincides with the assignment of counsel for the Accused after the Trial Chamber decision to proceed 
with a trial in the absence of the Accused. The PTJ shall also convene status conferences within eight 
weeks from the previous one, during the pre-trial proceedings, and until the case is ready for trial.

The information in this document has been prepared by the Public Information and Communications Section (PICS) of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon (STL). It is presented to aid members of 
the public, journalists, and other interested parties in understanding judicial and non-judicial developments at the STL. It is provided for informational purposes only, based on public filings and 
resources. Its contents have not been formally endorsed by Chambers or by the parties, and PICS makes no guarantee of the accuracy or completeness of the information. To inform us of any 
errors or omissions, please contact us at stl-pressoffice@un.org.

Composition of Trial Chamber II

Judge Nicola Lettieri, Presiding Judge of Trial Chamber II
Judge Walid Akoum, Judge
Judge Anna Bednarek, Judge

Composition of Pre-Trial Chamber

Judge Daniel Fransen

Representation of the Office of the Prosecutor

Mr Norman Farrell, Prosecutor
Ms Joyce Tabet, Deputy Prosecutor

Defence Counsel for Salim Jamil Ayyash

Mr Emile Aoun, Lead Counsel
Ms Anta Guissé, Co-Counsel

Defence Office

Ms Dorothée Le Fraper du Hellen, Head of the Defence Office
Ms Héleyn Uñac, Deputy Head of the Defence Office

Representation of the Registry

Mr David Tolbert, Registrar
Mr Martin Petrov, Deputy Registrar

Legal Representatives of the Victims (LRVs)

Mr Nidal Jurdi, LRV in the attack against Mr Hamade
Mr Antonios Abou Kasm, LRV in the attack against Mr Hawi
Mr Adel Nassar, LRV in the attack against Mr El-Murr

The biographies of STL senior officers are available on the 
Tribunal’s website:
www.stl-tsl.org/en/about-the-stl/biographies

Last updated March 2021

ConneCted Cases

The STL has jurisdiction over persons responsible for 
attacks that took place in Lebanon between 1 October 
2004 and 12 December 2005 if connectivity to the 
14 February 2005 attack, which killed former Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri and many others, is determined.

On 05 August 2011, the PTJ determined that the 
three terrorist attacks against Lebanese politicians 
Marwan Hamade, Georges Hawi and Elias El-Murr 
were connected to the 14 February 2005 attack, and 
that the STL therefore had prima facie jurisdiction.
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