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On 14 February 2005, an explosion occurred near the St. Georges Hotel in downtown Beirut. 

The attack killed 22 people, including former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. Many 
others suffered physical and psychological injuries from the blast, lost loved ones on that day, or 
suffered financial loss.

The STL has enabled the victims to participate in the Tribunal’s proceedings, including at the 
trial stage. On 28 August 2017, the victims’ case in the Ayyash et al. trial began. The presentation 
of evidence included live testimony from six participating victims and the submission of written 
statements from 24 others, in addition to the testimony, and the written report, of a victimologist. 

This marks the first time that victims of alleged terrorism have presented their case before an 
international tribunal.
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Victims’ testimonies 

Ms Lama Ghalayini (V004)

On 28 August 2017, Ms Lama Ghalayini (V004) 
was the first victim participating in the proceedings 
to testify in the victims’ case. Lama’s father, Abd 
Al-Hamid Mohammed Ghalayini perished in the 14 
February 2005 attack while he was out for a walk. 

Lama was born in Ras Beirut, Lebanon in 1978, and 
moved for work to an Arab country in 2004.

She described her father, who was educated as a 
pilot but worked in the field of general trades, as 
an affectionate, big hearted person who took great 
care of his family, and maintained a strong marriage 
with her mother. She mentioned that her parents 
enjoyed daily walks on the corniche next to the sea, 
crossing the St Georges route in Beirut where the 14 
February 2005 attack occurred.

The last time Lama saw her father was in November 
2004 and she spoke to him over the phone on 13 
February 2005, one day before the explosion.

In her testimony, she recounted her experience of 
the day of the attack to the day her father’s body was 
found, 16 days later. 

She described the efforts she and her family carried 
out and the struggles they faced when contacting 
the Lebanese authorities who she stated were often 
neglectful in the manner in which they dealt with 
the situation. 

She recalled family members visiting hospitals in 
Beirut to enquire about the wounded and dead, 
arranging for trained dogs to visit the site, the 
exchanges with the investigating Judge and the Civil 
Defense, and speaking to the media.

Following days of search without rest, a peaceful 
sit-in was organized on 1 March 2005 close to the 
St Georges Hotel. The sit-in was to put pressure on 
the authorities to pursue the search. It was attended 
by hundreds, including members of the media and 
politicians.

On 2 March 2005, the body of her father was finally 
found in a location that had been covered by debris 
of burned cars until the day before or the morning 
of the same day. The witness recalled the pungent 
odour and the flies that led to the fi nding of her 
father’s body.

Ms Ghalayini ended her testimony by describing the 
consequences which she, her sister and her mother 
suffered following the loss of her father. These conse-
quences included post-traumatic stress disorder and 
depression. 

Ms Lama Ghalayini (V004)

Press clipping from 2 March 2005



Document provided by the Public Information and Communications Section of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon

3

As a victim participating in the proceedings, she 
insisted on justice being served.

Ms Liliane Khallouf (V031)

On 29 August 2017, Ms Liliane Khallouf (V031) 
testified before the Trial Chamber. Liliane was 
gravely injured in the 14 February 2005 attack. 

Ms Khallouf was born in El-Chiyah, Lebanon, in 
1967 and at the time of the explosion worked at 
HSBC (Hong Kong Shanghai Banking) Bank, in 
the branch in the St Georges area when the attack 
took place.

The witness testified that, on the day of the attack, 
she arrived at work around 8.00 am. Around 
12.55 pm she heard two deep sounds and recalled 
everything going black.

Before losing consciousness, for a few seconds, she 
remembered that a glass window, which was behind 
her, fell on her head and threw her on her desk. She 
also remembered hearing her nose break. When 
she regained consciousness there was blood every-
where, people were screaming and rushing out of 
the building fearing another explosion.

Ms Khallouf was transferred by an ambulance to St 
Georges Hospital where she stayed for around five to 
six days. It was only when looking at the television 
at the emergency room that she understood that the 
attack targeted former Prime Minister Hariri.

Ms Khallouf underwent two facial operations. The 
first was to mend her broken nose. A year later the 
second operation took place to address a deviation 
in her nose. 

Ms Khallouf testified that she still suffers from 
dizziness when moving her head. According to the 
medical diagnosis she received, she will continue to 
suffer from dizziness due to the seriousness of the 
concussion she received on 14 February 2005. 

As a victim, Ms Khallouf explained that she chose to 
participate in the proceedings to help justice take its 
course and for the truth to be revealed.

Ms Maria Al-Kasti (V009)

Ms Maria Al Kasti (V009) was the second witness to 
testify on 29 August 2017.

Ms Al-Kasti was born in Beirut in 1966 and was 
working at HSBC at the time of the 14 February 
2005 attack. 

Ms Al-Kasti was at work when the attack occurred 
and stated that she had no recollection of the explo-
sion. She lost consciousness at the moment of the 
explosion and only regained it at the American 
University Hospital in Beirut where she was moved. 
Ms Al-Kasti stayed at the hospital for five days and 
remained in a state of semi-unconsciousness for 
about 48 hours.

When regaining consciousness, Ms Al-Kasti testified 
that she initially thought that the target of the blast 
had been the bank, and was only told later by her 
husband that former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
was assassinated.

Ms Al-Kasti’s head was hit by the handle of the 
glass window that was behind her at the HSBC 
Bank causing an internal haemorrhage and a frac-
ture or a fissure on the right side of her head. As 
a result, she explained that she now suffers from a 
permanent loss of the sense of taste and smell due 
to the nerve damage because of the wounds in her 
head. In addition, she suffers from chronic pain in 

Ms Liliane Khallouf (V031)

Ms Maria Al-Kasti (V009)
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her neck, frequent headaches and dizziness . 
Some related medical reports were admitted into 
evidence during her testimony. Ms Al-Kasti 
described the 14 February 2005 as a very sad 
memory.

As a victim participating in the proceedings, she 
insisted on the importance, for her, of justice, and 
getting to know who was behind the attack.

Summary of evidence in relation to 
Participating Victims Ms Sanaa El 
Sheikh (V010), Mr Rabih Nohra 
(V080), Mr Wissam Naji (V014) and 
Mr Raymond Abou-Chaaya (V008)

On 29 August 2017, Mr Peter Haynes, Legal 
Repre-sentative of the Victims, read a summary 
of the statements of these four participating 
victims into the record. On that day, those 
participating victims attended the proceedings in 
courtroom. The Trial Chamber addressed them 
and they responded by, among other things, 
further detailing their harm, as already described in 
their statements.

Summary of evidence in relation to Ms 
Sanaa El-Sheikh (V010)

Ms El-Sheikh was an employee of the HSBC Bank 
on 14 February 2005 and was in her office on the 
second floor of the HSBC building on that day. She 
did not recall hearing the explosion and only realized 
what had happened when she was at the hospital. 
She was covered with blood and had glass shrapnel 
in her head. Ms El-Sheikh went through medical 
examinations and received 22 stitches on her head. 
In general, the attack has made her very nervous.

She stated in court that she wants to find out the 
truth. 

Summary of evidence in relation to Mr 
Rabih Nohra (V080)

On 14 February 2005, Mr Nohra was working in 
the restaurant at the Phoenicia Hotel. The explosion 
threw him inside the building and he was taken to 
the hospital. Due to the injuries he suffered from 
glass splatter, he still carries scars on his face today 
and he can only see with one eye. 

Mr Nohra expects the perpetrators to be convicted 
and he also believes that a memorial for the victims 
would be an important mode of reparation.

Summary of evidence in relation to Mr 
Wissam Naji (V014)

On 14 February 2005, Mr Naji was working in 
his office in the Machkhas Centre building, not far 
from the site of the explosion. The explosion shat-
tered glass which flew everywhere within his office, 
resulting in injuries to his leg, neck, eyes and ears. 
He was taken to the American University Hospital 
where he was treated.

Mr Naji stated that he suffers from long-term phys-
ical consequences and psychological harm. He 
would like to see the perpetrators punished.

Summary of evidence in relation to Mr 
Raymond Abou-Chaaya (V008)

Mr Abou-Chaaya worked as a postman for the 
Internal Security Forces. He was hit by the explo-
sion when he was delivering mail and passing by the 
Phoenicia Hotel. He saw people around him covered 
in blood and had a residual roaring sound in his ears. 
As his vehicle was not destroyed, he drove to the 
Internal Security Forces headquarters and, upon his 
arrival, he was taken to a hospital.

The roaring sound in Mr Abou-Chaaya’s ears 
persisted for some time and periodically returns. He 
also stated that he still suffers pain in his neck and 
lower back, for which he was prescribed medication 
and physiotherapy in the aftermath of the attack.

Mr Abou-Chaaya hopes that Lebanon will know the 
truth. 

Screenshot from inside HSBC office on 14 February 2005
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Mr Robert Aoun (V001)

On 30 August 2017, Mr Robert Aoun (V001) testi-
fied before the Trial Chamber.

Mr Aoun’s brother, Mr Joseph Aoun, perished in 
the 14 February 2005 attack while working in a 
construction company in a building facing the St 
Georges Hotel.

In his testimony, Mr Aoun described the moment 
he heard the explosion from his office in  Jo unieh, 
which is about 25km away from the crime scene. 
It was through live media broadcasts after the blast 
that he learned that the target was the former Prime 
Minister Hariri and that it had occurred near his 
brother’s workplace.

Mr Aoun testified that he drove to the crime scene 
in search of his brother. He described the scene as a 
catastrophe, and recalled thinking it was the end of 
the world. 

Mr Aoun was advised by a security officer at  th e 
crime scene to look for his brother in neighboring 
hospitals, as he was informed that there were no 
more bodies, nor injured or wounded.

The witness stated that he immediately began to 
search for his brother in a number of hospitals. He 
visited morgues and emergency rooms and only 
identified his brother’s body later that night, around 
11.45 pm, at the Makassed Islamic Hospital. Mr 
Aoun recognized his brother’s body from a part of 
his face and a scar he had on his ankle.

Mr Aoun informed the court that his brother had 
taken on the role of their father who had died in 
1982.  He took charge of everything and looked 
after his siblings and mother. When Joseph perished 
in the attack, his wife was four months pregnant 

with their first child. This child often asks about his 
father.

Mr Aoun was unable to work for a month and a half 
following his brother’s death and his mother’s health 
was greatly affected by the loss. Each 14 February 
she suffers from high blood pressure and other 
health problems. As for Mr Aoun’s wife, she was 
affected financially and emotionally and is  still on 
medication. Mr Aoun aspires to be a fatherly figure 
to his brother’s son.

As a victim participating in the proceedings, Mr 
Aoun said that the Tribunal represents the only hope 
he has in the truth being revealed.

Victim 016

V016 testified on 30 August 2017. The witness was 
visiting the HSBC Bank for a work related transac-
tion on 14 February 2005.

At the moment of the attack, the witness was on 
the second or third floor of the bank. The witness 
described the blast and its aftermath as unbelievable. 
The witness recalled the false ceiling falling on the 
employees’ heads and glass shattering. The witness 
first thought that the target of the attack was the 
bank itself. 

After waiting for about 15 minutes until the witness 
and the bank employees managed to get up, it took 
the witness and others a few minutes to escape from 
the building. The witness then sat in the garden, 
where Mr Hariri’s memorial statue now stands, and 
laughed for being alive and cried for what had just 
happened. 

The witness recalled undergoing a medical examina-
tion on 15 February 2005. The results of that exam-
ination stated that the witness suffered from severe 
headaches, stress, incoherence, and several bruises 
over the body. The witness was later referred to a 
psychiatrist who prescribed medication and advised 
avoiding visits to Beirut.

To this day, the witness suffers from insomnia, 
hears noises while sleeping and suffers from panic 
attacks, post-traumatic stress disorder, spasms 
and stomach problems. Several medical reports 
were admitted into evidence during the 
testimony.

As a victim participating in the proceedings, the 
witness stated that the Tribunal is the only hope 
Lebanese people have in knowing the truth and 
having the perpetrators convicted.

Mr Robert Aoun (V001)
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Summary of evidence in relation to 
Victims 027 and 073

On 30 August 2017, Mr Haynes, read into the 
record a summary of participating victims V027’s 
and V073’s statements. 

Victim 027

V027 lost a close relative in the attack of 14 February 
2005 and consequentially suffered mental and mate-
rial harm.

The victim’s statement described the relative who 
perished in the attack as hard-working and always 
ready to fulfil his duties a t work and at home. 

V027 described the impact of this loss. After the 
deceased’s death, V28 took over the financial respon-
sibilities of the family, which included taking up an 
additional job. According to V27, the loss resulted 
in a more difficult life for both of them.

As a victim, V27 believes that nothing could 
compensate for this loss and is of the view that the 
Lebanese government should support the victims of 
the 14 February 2005 attack.

Victim 073

V073 owns a business near the St Georges Hotel, 
and was at the time of the attack thrown onto the 
ground and injured by shattered glass.

In the aftermath of the attack, the witness suffered 
physical harm including hearing and eyesight 
impairment, chronic memory loss, and developed a 
heart condition. The witness is now on more than 
four types of medication.

The witness also suffered a di rect loss of about 
60.000 to 70.000 USD for the damage in the busi-
ness due to the explosion. The victim noted that the 
biggest material damage resulted from  the signifi-
cant decrease in business after the explosion.

As a victim participating in the proceedings, 
V073 expressed the opinion that a memorial 
for the victims and financial compensation would 
be mean-ingful. V073 also hoped that the 
Tribunal would reveal the truth behind the 
attack.

Summary of evidence in relation to 
Mohammed Darwiche 

On 6 September, Mr Haynes read the summary 
of evidence related to the deceased Mohammed 
Darwiche, who passed away on 14 February 2005 
due to the attack.

Mr Mohammed Darwich was born in August 1981 
in Beirut. He worked as a security guard and personal 
bodyguard for Mr Hariri for about five years. On 14 
February 2005, he was driving the car immediately 
behind the one in which the former Prime Minister 
Hariri was travelling. Due to the proximity to the 
source of the explosion, his car suffered the most 
impact. He was 24 years old when he died.

Ms Nivine Darwich (V041), Mr Mohammed 
Darwich’s sister, was born in 1978 in Beirut. She 
suffered mentally and physically due to her brother’s 
passing. Her husband had to take a month of unpaid 
leave to support her. She last spoke to her brother 10 
minutes prior to the attack and had planned to go 
out with him that night.

Mr Abdel-Qader Darwich (V040), Mr Mohammed 
Darwich’s brother, was working part time at one of 
the studios of Future Television in Sin-el-fil about 15 
kilometers from St Georges in 2005. The morning 
of the attack, Mohammed drove him to work and 
that was the last time he saw him.

Since 2005, Mr Darwich suffers from gastric pain 
and was told by various physicians that the pain is 
chronic.

The Darwich family suffered tremendously since the 
loss of Mohammed. 

A few days after his death, one of his sisters had a 
heart attack. According to her doctor’s report she 

Mr Peter Haynes, Lead Legal Representative of Victims
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was under tremendous stress. Later, she also suffered 
a vertigo attack. She was admitted to intensive care 
for a week and is on permanent medication for her 
heart condition.

Mohammed’s mother (V057) was severely depressed. 
His father (V044) broke his backbone after falling 
from shock on 14 February 2005. He also lost all his 
teeth due to stress.

As victims, the Darwich family wishes that the 
proceedings will be fair and bring justice. They also 
wish the perpetrators to be punished. 

Mr Mohammed Darwich’s father and mother were 
in the courtroom when the summaries of the state-
ments describe above were read into the record. The 
Trial Chamber addressed them and Mr Mohammed 
Darwich’s mother, Ms Kalaoui, explained how the 
death of their son impacted them.

Summary of evidence in relation to 
Haitham Othman

On 6 September 2017, Mr Haynes also read the 
witness statements of victims Mr Hicham Othman 
(V068) and Mr Mohamad Othman (V069) who 
lost their brother Haitham on 14 February 2005.

Mr Haitham Othman was born in September of 
1975 in Majdala. He was passing the St Georges 
area on a motorcycle when the explosion occurred. 
Haitham was hit by shrapnel in the stomach which 
seriously damaged his liver and ultimately killed him. 
His body was identified by his father and brother, 
both participating victims in the proceedings. 

Haitham is remembered as a family man who loved 
his mother dearly. His brothers described him as a 
fun and life-loving person.

Mr Hicham Othman (V068)

The last time Mr Hicham Othman saw his brother 
was on the morning of 14 February 2005 at his 
parents’ house where the family had breakfast. 
Following his brother’s death, he stopped eating for 
many days and was unable to talk. He often visited 
his brother’s grave and reminisces about the days 
they spent together.

Mr Hicham Othman said his mother suffered from 
memory loss after her son’s death. Her health condi-
tion deteriorated and she is now fed through a tube. 
He also described his father’s suffering who tries to 
remain calm and support his wife. 

Mr Mohamad Othman (V069)

On the morning of 14 February 2005, Mr Mohamad 
Othman went with his daughter to his parent’s house 
where his brother Haitham made breakfast for the 
family. This was also the last time he saw his brother.

Mr Mohamad Othman suffered from sleepless 
nights following his brother’s death and described 
how his mother was the one most affected by the 
loss of Haitham. For an entire year she would not 
believe nor accept that her son had passed away. Mr 
Mohamad Othman said that his parents and family 
were financially affected as Haitham was one of the 
principal providers in the family. 

As a victim, he hoped the perpetrators will one day 
be arrested.

Summary of evidence in relation to 
Victim 026

On 6 September 2017 Mr Haynes also read the 
statement of V026 who lost a close relative who 
was in the St Georges area during the attack of 
14 February 2005.

V026 suffered mental, physical, and material harm 
as a result of this loss. V026 had a nervous break-
down and suffered from physical pain due to shock 
and trauma. V026 also developed medical problems 
and has been unable to work. V026 is currently 
taking five different types of medication.

V026 reminisced about how happy her relative 
was before leaving the house on 14 February 
2005. Another close relative to V026 grew old very 
quickly and developed diabetes, eyesight 
problems, back pain, and lung deficiency.

V026 participates in the Tribunal’s proceedings in 
the hope of learning the truth, and that the perpe-
trators will be punished and to receive an apology 
from them.

Summary of evidence in relation to 
Victim 078

Continuing on 6 September 2017, Mr Haynes 
read the statement of V078 whose close relative 
was in the vicinity of the explosion site on 14 
February 2005. As a result, the child passed away 
from burns.

V078 described the close relative as a good-
hearted and tender person. V078 suffers from 
psychological 
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turmoil and physical pain, and was treated with 
tranquilizers.

The victim is currently on eight different types of 
medication. V078 relives the loss suffered every time 
there is a terrorist attack and hopes that no one else 
ever goes through a similar experience.

The victim wants to know the truth and hopes the 
perpetrators will be punished.

Summary of evidence in relation to 
Zahi Bou Rjeily 

Mr Nazih Bou Rjeily (V024) testified as a Prosecu-
tion witness (PRH 261) in January 2014.

On 6 September 2017, Mr Haynes read the history 
of the witness’ deceased brother Mr Zahi Bou Rjeily. 
The content was taken substantially from Nazih’s 
testimony in 2014.

Mr Zahi Bou Rjeily was born in October 1959 in 
El-Debbiyeh. He was working on the 1st floor at the 
St Georges Hotel when the explosion occurred. He 
was not found until the morning of the 15 February. 
According to the death certificate, he had been alive 
under the rubble for around 12 hours.

Mr Zahi Bou Rjeily was known for his friendliness 
and kindness towards people around him. He was 
married with two children when he passed away.

Right after hearing about the explosion on television, 
Mr Nazih Bou Rjeily and the deceased’s wife visited 
all the hospitals in Beirut but failed to obtain any 
information. 

The deceased’s body was only found the next 
morning below a thin layer of rubble. The family 
was devastated and felt immense guilt as Zahi could 
have been saved if he had been found earlier.

Mr Zahi Bou Rjeily’s children suffer from the loss 
of their father and were deprived of a chance of a 
normal youth. 

As victims, Mr Zahi Bou Rjeily’s family expects the 
truth and for the trial to serve as an example for 
whoever intends to perpetrate similar crimes.

Ms Ihsan Fayed (V056)

On 7 September 2017, Ms Ihsan Fayed (V056) 
testified before the Trial Chamber.

Ms Fayed’s husband and personal bodyguard of 
former Prime Minister Hariri for 23 years, Mr Talal 
Nasser, perished in the 14 February 2005 attack. Mr 
Talal Nasser was part of the convoy travelling in the 
car right behind Mr Hariri’s car. Only remains of Mr 
Talal Nasser’s body were found.

Ms Fayed was born in 1975 in Beirut. She studied 
sociology, married Mr Nasser in 1997 and only 
started working as a travel consultant following her 
husband’s death.

She recalled the life they shared as happy and 
comfortable. She described her deceased husband as 
a responsible, ideal and loving father.

Ms Fayed and her husband celebrated Valentine’s 
Day on the evening of 13 February 2005 because 
he anticipated that the following day would be a 
busy day at work. Ms Fayed never had any fears or 
concerns related to her husband’s work.

Ms Fayed testified that on 14 February 2005, Mr 
Nasser left the house around 8.45 am and last spoke 
to his wife at 12.49 pm.

At the time of the explosion, Ms Fayed explained 
that she was at her mother in law’s house which 
is approximately a 20 minutes’ drive from the St 
Georges area. She was first informed by her mother 
in law’s neighbor that the target of the explosion had 
been Mr Hariri. 

Ms Fayed was later taken to a private room, in her 
in-laws’ house, and informed of Mr Nasser’s death. 
She immediately lost consciousness and only woke 
up in the evening time surrounded by her mother, 
neighbours, friends and relatives.

Mr Nasser’s funeral procession took place two days 
later. It was organized by the Hariri family for all 

Ms Ihsan Fayed (V056)
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the bodyguards who perished while accompanying 
Mr Hariri.

Ms Fayed described telling her daughters that they 
would spend the rest of their lives without their 
father as the most difficult thing in the world. 

Ms Fayed and her daughters suffered a lot following 
their loss. She and her eldest daughter, who had seen 
footage of the explosion in detail, had to see a psychi-
atrist for almost a year and a half. Her youngest 
daughter suffered from stuttering when she was 
under stress and had to see a speech therapist.

Following her husband’s death, Ms Fayed explained 
that she was unwell for a long time. She suffered 
from anxiety and was put on medication. She also 
decided to become strong for the sake of her daugh-
ters and made sure they grew up with the least 
psychological damage.

As a victim, Ms Fayed expressed her trust in the 
Tribunal and expects it to provide her family with 
justice.

Summary of evidence in relation to 
Talal Nasser 

On 7 September 2017, Ms Nada Abdel-
sater-Abusamra, Legal Representative of Partici-
pating Victims read into the record the summa-
ries of the witness statement of Mr Kamal Nasser 
(V049), Ms Roula Nasser (V052) and Ms Bakiza 
Nasser (V048), family members of Mr Talal Nasser 
who died in the 14 February 2005 attack. 

Mr Kamal Nasser, with Mr Bilal Nasser-another 
brother of the deceased and participating victim 
(V050)-was following the proceedings in the court-
room. They both addressed the Trial Chamber. Ms 
Ihsan Fayed, after giving her live evidence, remained 
in courtroom. She had been invited by the Trial 
Chamber to do so, if she so wished.

Mr Kamal Nasser (V049)

Mr Kamal Nasser was born in 1959 in Beirut. He 
described his brother as the favourite of the family, a 
humble person and a good father.

Mr Kamal Nasser last spoke to his brother the night 
before the attack. He remembered seeing the explo-
sion site for the first time on television at his parents’ 
house. His mother, Ms Siham Harb, participating 
victim (V053), was screaming, and asking him to 
call Quraitem Palace for news about Talal.

Mr Kamal Nasser went to the American University 
Hospital and searched the morgue for approximately 
three hours without finding his brother’s body. 
Eventually, he was informed by one of Mr Hari-
ri’s bodyguards that there was nothing left of Talal. 
Kamal was told that the remains of Talal and Mr 
Yahya El-Arab were mixed and placed in a bag. The 
witness also recalls that due to the chaos, someone 
else’s body was buried in his brother’s grave. Several 
months later Mr Kamal Nasser was informed that 
the body of his brother would be exhumed and 
replaced with some of the remains from Mr Yahya 
El-Arab’s grave. 

The witness was deeply affected by his brother’s loss. 
He suffered mental and material harm. He describes 
the experience as a feeling of losing his dreams, and 
as if all Lebanon had died on 14 February 2005.

Mr Kamal Nasser stated that his mother remains the 
one most affected by Talal’s death. She developed 
Alzheimer’s disease over the years.

Burial ground of bodyguards of PM Hariri
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As a victim, Mr Kamal Nasser wants justice and the 
perpetrators to be punished. He also thinks a memo-
rial for the victims would be significant, as future 
generations would learn what happened on the day 
of the attack.

Ms Roula Nasser (V052)

Ms Roula Nasser described her brother Talal as affec-
tionate and caring.  She last saw him over lunch the 
day before the attack.

At the time of the attack, Ms Roula Nasser was at her 
office. She remembered trying to contact her brother 
in vain, then going to the crime site to obtain infor-
mation before driving to her parents’ house.

The witness suffered mental and material harm due 
to her brother’s passing. She now lives with her 
mother and takes care of her. Despite her mother 
having Alzheimer’s disease, she still remembers Talal 
and sings his favorite song.

As a victim, she wants to regain her rights and see 
the Tribunal punish the perpetrators.

Ms Bakiza Nasser (V048)

Ms Bakiza Nasser, Talal’s younger sister was formerly 
a participating victim. She passed away in February 
2017.

Ms Bakiza Nasser was born in 1963 in Beirut. 
Following her brother’s death, Ms Bakiza Nasser 
suffered material and mental harm.

She described her brother as a very lovable, 
passionate person with whom she last spoke  a day 
before the attack. At the time of the attack, she was 
at her mother’s house and on the same day around 
6:00pm she received the news about her brother’s 
death by her brother Kamal.

The witness described the impact of Talal’s death 
on her and her family and said that her mother 
cries every day for her son’s death although she has 
become forgetful.

Summary of evidence in relation to 
Ziad Mohammed Tarraf 

On 7 September 2017, Ms Abdelsater-Abusamra 
read into the record the summaries of the witness 
statements of Ms Clemence Tarraf (V045) and Ms 
Zeina Chehade Tarraf (V082).

Ms Clemence Tarraf (V045)

Ms Clemence Tarraf ’s brother Mr Ziad Tarraf 
perished in the 14 February 2005 attack. He was a 
bodyguard of Mr Hariri and was in the car travelling 
behind MrHariri’s car as part of his convoy. Ziad’s 
body was almost completely incinerated due to the 
explosion.

Ms Clemence Tarraf was born in 1981 in Beirut. 
She is the younger sister of Ziad and they both lived 
in the same building. She described her brother as a 
close friend whowas kind to everyone around him.

At the time of the attack, the witness was working 
next to the American University Hospital. An hour 
after the explosion, she rushed to the emergency 
room of the American Hospital to search for her 
brother.

The witness was extremely and deeply affected by the 
loss of her brother. She suffered from headaches and 
sleeping problems for about 50 days after his passing. 
She also suffered for three years from migraines and 
lost considerable weight due to stress. Despite her 
suffering, the witness tried to remain strong for her 
mother and her brother’s daughters.

Ms Clemence Tarraf says her mother started hating 
life following her son’s passing, and refuses to leave 
the house.

As a victim, Ms Clemence Tarraf stated that she 
participates in the proceedings in hope of finding 
out the truth. She also wants all perpetrators to be 
punished.

Ms Clemence Tarraf was present in courtroom when 
the summary of her statement was read into the 
record. Invited by the Trial Chamber, she expressed 
some views on the matter of compensations.

Ms  Zeina Chehade Tarraf (V082)

Ms Zeina Chehade Tarraf is the widow of Mr Ziad 
Taraf. They were married for less than five years and 
have two sons. Her statement described the life they 
had as simple and happy.

Ms Zeina Chehade Tarraf last spoke to her husband 
on 14 February 2005 and became aware of the 
explosion by watching the news on television. Ms 
Zeina Chehade Tarraf first went to Quraitem Palace 
with her uncle and his wife and then to the Amer-
ican University Hospital where she remained until 
the evening.
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Despite their young age, she stated that her children 
understood what had happened to their father by 
watching the news on television.

Ms Zeina Chehade Tarraf suffered from material 
harm as a result of her husband’s passing. Further, 
one of her sons developed a behavioural disorder 
and had to consult a psychologist.

She stated that, as a victim, she participates in the 
proceedings to seek justice and learn the truth.

Summary of evidence in relation to 
Mohammed Riad Ghalayini 

On 7 September, Ms Abdelsater-Abusamra read the 
summary of evidence in relation to the deceased 
Mohammed Riad Ghalayini.

Dina Ghalayini, a participating victim, is the sister 
of Mohammed, who was travelling with the convoy 
of PM Hariri. He was in the same car as Ziad Tarraf 
and Omar El-Masri. Mr Mohammed Riad Ghalayini 
started working for Mr Hariri in 2000. On the day 
of the attack, Ms Dina Ghalayini was at home and 
learned about it through the news on television. The 
deceased’s cousin went to the American University 
Hospital where he received a shoe that belonged to 
an unidentified body. The shoe was later recognized 
by the deceased’s wife.

Ms Dina Ghalayini described her brother as the 
family’s pillar and its main provider. Following his 
death, her mother suffered severely and lost all hope 
in life. 

As victims, Mohammed’s family members partici-
pate in the proceeding to seek justice and hope the 
Tribunal uncovers the truth.

Summary of evidence in relation to 
Victim 033

On 8 September 2017, Mr Haynes read the witness 
statement of V033.

V033 was a member of former Prime Minister Hari-
ri’s convoy on 14 February 2005 and was injured in 
the blast. Immediately after the explosion, V033 was 
required to report back to duty and did not receive 
hospital treatment for the injuries.

The witness complained that since the explosion the 
victim has been marginalized at work and his rights 
violated. 

The victim participates in the proceedings 
because they suffered and could have died. 

Summary of evidence in relation to Mr 
Mehieddine Mneimneh (V034)

 On 8 September 2017, Mr Haynes read the witness 
statement of Mr Mehieddine Mneimneh into the 
record.

Mr Mneimneh was a member of Mr Hariri’s convoy 
on 14 February 2005. He did not take any time off 
from work despite the injuries he suffered on that 
day.

According to his statement, he felt marginalized 
at work and felt that his rights were violated. He 
suffered health problems since the attack and 
believes that he deserved a promotion to a higher 
rank for his work and sacrifice.

As a victim, he participates in the proceeding because 
he hopes to regain his rights.

Prof Dr Rianne Letschert

On 8 September 2017, Prof Dr Rianne Letschert, a 
victimologist the Trial Chamber authorised to testify 
upon the the Legal Representatives of Victims’ 
request, testified before the T rial Chamber. She 
provided evidence in the field of v ictimology and 
testified about the needs of victims and how access 
to justice can fulfill t hem.

Dr Letschert authored a report entitled “‘We want 
our rights back’, Expert Report on the Views and 
Concerns of the Victims Participating at the Special 
Tribunal for Lebanon” which provides insights 
into the needs of victims participating in judicial 
proceedings. 

Ms Nada Abdelsater-Abusamra, Co-Legal Representative of 
Victims
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She interviewed the majority of the participating 
victims over the past five years and noted that the 
inclusion of family members in the legal process 

played an important role in recognizing the individ-
uality of the victims.

She also noted that the participating victims felt 
empowered by being able to sit in the courtroom 
and actively take part in the trial related to the loss 
of their loved ones. 

Dr Letschert testified that the victims’ participation 
before the Special Tribunal has been ‘a very mean-
ingful particapation’.

To read the transcripts, click here: https://www.stl-tsl. 
org/en/the-cases/stl-11-01/transcripts-2

Prof Dr Rianne Letschert
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