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One of the unique features of the STL is the right it affords victims of terrorism to participate 
in judicial proceedings. In this respect, the STL is one of only a few international tribunals 
that give victims a platform to be recognised and heard.

Victims in Ayyash et al.

On 14 February 2005, an explosion occurred near the 
St. Georges Hotel in downtown Beirut, so powerful 
that it left a crater at least ten metres wide and two 
metres deep in the street.
That explosion killed 22 people, including former 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. Many others suffered 
physical and psychological injuries from the blast, lost 
loved ones on that day, or suffered financial loss.

The Special Tribunal for Lebanon was established to 
bring those responsible for this crime to justice, and 
to bring justice to the victims of the 14 February 
attack and connected acts of terrorism.
In this respect, the STL enables victims to participate 
in trial proceedings. In the present case, over 70 
victims have elected to do so and are represented by 
their own legal team to ensure that their views and 
concerns are presented at trial.

Definition of a Victim

A victim is any “natural person who has suffered 
physical, material or mental harm as a direct result 
of an attack within the Tribunal’s jurisdiction.” This 
definition is found in Rule 2 of the Rules of Procedure 
and Evidence (RPEs), while the Tribunal’s jurisdiction 
is defined in Article 1 of the STL Statute.

In contrast, legal persons such as corporations are not 
considered “victims” by the STL. 

For more information about the victims in 
Ayyash et al., please visit our website.

Victim Participation

Victim participation gives those who suffered harm 
as a result of an act of terrorism under the Tribunal’s 
jurisdiction an opportunity to be heard. This is 
not only important for the victims themselves, but 
their participation also facilitates an historic record 
of events told from the perspective of those most 
impacted by acts of terrorism.
Only victims with participating status are permitted 
to present their views and concerns during the 
proceedings (where authorised by the Pre-Trial Judge 
or the Trial or Appeals Chamber).
Victims Participating in the Proceedings are entitled 
to receive copies of non-confidential documents filed 

by the parties, such as motions on various issues 
contested at trial. They can also attend hearings.
With permission from the Pre-Trial Judge or a 
Chamber, participating victims may:
a. make oral and written submissions;
b. call witnesses to testify;
c. submit other evidence; and
d. examine and cross-examine witnesses.
This ensures they can meaningfully participate and 
highlight issues and context that are important to 
victims and communities in Lebanon, and which 
would not otherwise receive sufficient attention.

http://www.stl-tsl.org/en/
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/special-tribunal-for-lebanon
https://www.facebook.com/STLebanon
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https://www.stl-tsl.org/images/RPE/RPE_EN_April_2017.pdf#page=16
https://www.stl-tsl.org/images/RPE/RPE_EN_April_2017.pdf#page=16
https://www.stl-tsl.org/en/documents/statute-of-the-tribunal/223-statute-of-the-special-tribunal-for-lebanon#1
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The information in this document has been prepared by the Public Information and Communications Section (PICS) of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon (STL). It is presented to aid members 
of the public, journalists, and other interested parties in understanding judicial and non-judicial developments at the STL. It is provided for informational purposes only, based on public filings 
and resources. Its contents have not been formally endorsed by Chambers or by the parties, and PICS makes no guarantee of the accuracy or completeness of the information. To inform us of 
any errors or omissions, please contact us at stl-pressoffice@un.org.

Key judicial developments in Ayyash et al.

16 February 2011 - The Appeals Chamber renders 
its interlocutory decision on the applicable law inter-
preting, inter alia, terrorism, conspiracy and modes of 
liability under international and Lebanese law.

28 June 2011 - The Pre-Trial Judge confirms the 
indictment against Messrs Ayyash, Badreddine, One-
issi and Sabra submitted by the Prosecutor on 17 
January 2011.

30 June 2011 - The indictment is transmitted to 
the Lebanese authorities, who have an obligation to 
report on the measures taken in searching for, arrest-
ing, detaining and transferring the Accused to the seat 
of the Tribunal within 30 days. Reporting obligations 
are ongoing.

8 July 2011 - International arrest warrants are issued 
against the four Accused, including Mr Sabra. Subse-
quent international arrest warrants were issued on 9 
August 2013 following the amendment of the indict-
ment.

12 July 2011 - The Victims’ Participation Unit opens 
applications for victims to participate in the Ayyash et 
al. proceedings. (As of May 2017, there are over 70 
participating victims.)

1 February 2012 - The Trial Chamber decides to try 
the four Accused in the Ayyash et al. case in absentia.

2 February 2012 - The Head of the Defence Office 
assigns 8 counsel to represent the interest and rights 
of the four Accused.

24 October 2012 - The Appeals Chamber dismisses 
the Defence appeals against the Trial Chamber deci-
sion upholding the jurisdiction and legality of the 
Tribunal.

21 February 2013 - The Pre-Trial Judge vacates 25 
March 2013 as a tentative date for the start of trial. 
The decision is in response to the Defence Counsel for 
the four Accused asking the Pre-Trial Judge to post-
pone the trial date. The Pre-Trial Judge finds that cer-
tain disclosure obligations have not been met, which 
the Prosecution recognises.

28 October 2013 - The Pre-Trial Judge completes 
the transfer of the entire Ayyash et al. case to the Trial 
Chamber, marking the start of transition from the 
pre-trial to trial phase.

16 January 2014 - The Ayyash et al. trial starts.

11 February 2014 - The case against Hassan Habib 
Merhi is joined to the Ayyash et al. case.

10 March 2014 - The Prosecutor files a consoli-
dated indictment against Messrs Ayyash, Badreddine, 
Merhi, Oneissi and Sabra.

18 June 2014 - The Ayyash et al. trial resumes after it 
was adjourned upon the request of the Merhi Defence.

28 July 2015 - The Appeals Chamber confirms a 
Trial Chamber decision that call data records from 
Lebanese telecommunications companies were legally 
transferred to the Prosecutor and could be proposed 
for admission into evidence.

12 July 2016 - The Prosecution files an amended 
indictment removing Mustafa Amine Badreddine 
from the list of Accused and naming him a co-con-
spirator. The previous day, the Appeals Chamber had 
determined that there was sufficient evidence to con-
clude that Mr Badreddine had died. 

31 July 2017 - The Trial Chamber schedules the pre-
sentation of the victims’ case to begin on 28 August 
2017.

Legal Representatives of Victims

Mr Peter Haynes, Lead Legal Representative

Mr Mohammad Mattar, Co-Legal Representative

Ms Nada Abdelsater-Abusamra, Co-Legal Representative

The biographies of STL senior officials are available on 
the Tribunal’s website:

www.stl-tsl.org/en/about-the-stl/biographies

The work of the STL is divided into four phases: investigation and indictment, pre-trial, trial and appeal. An 
overview of these procedural stages is available on the STL website: www.stl-tsl.org/en/about-the-stl/the-four-phases
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