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SUMMARY OF FACTS OF
GENERAL JAMIL EL SAYED'S EXPECTED TESTIMONY

A. General El Sayed's identity and general background information in relation to the
relevance of his testimony to the Defence case

B. Pre-2000 political context

In 1992 and until 1998, Rafik Hariri became the first post-civil war Prime Minister of
Lebanon under President Elias Hrawi. Until 1998, Hariri's economic policy in Beirut is
essentially implemented through his company Solidere (a construction company
established to reconstruct post-war Lebanon). The Syrian authorities were fully supportive
ofHariri's project, which contributed to the success of Solidere.
In 1996, Hariri was in favour of the extension of President Hrawi' s mandate and to this
end, wanted to amend the Constitution. The Syrians were prepared to look for other
options.
In 1998, Emile Lahoud becomes President of Lebanon and had the priority to appoint
Salim El-Hoss as Prime Minister. However, the Syrian advice was to nominate Rafik
Hariri as Prime Minister. But finally El-Hoss was nominated after a constitutional
misunderstanding between Lahoud and Hariri.
Further to the defeat of Salim El-Hoss and the victorious comeback of Hariri in the 2000
Parliamentary elections, the Syrians approved to have Hariri appointed as Prime Minister.
As a result, Hariri replaced El-Hoss as Prime Minister in 2000.
C. Negotiations of the 2000 electoral law

A new electoral law was voted in 2000, wrongly called Ghazi Kanaan law. The law was
voted after the Israeli withdrawal from South Lebanon, and at the beginning of the Syrian
redeployment from Mount Lebanon and under the new Syrian leadership.
This law was voted further to negotiations aiming at ensuring a better representation of the
Christian groups in the Parliament. Although most political/sectarian groups were against
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this law, including Rafik Hariri's groups, the new law was finally approved with Rafik
Hariri's group votes and others.
Rafik Hariri won the 2000 elections in Beirut and was appointed Prime Minister.

D. 2003-2004 - Raising tensions about electing a new president
In late 2003-early 2004, after the invasion of Iraq (March-May), the tensions m the
Middle East were near to the boiling point. Syria happened to be one of the nonpermanent members of the Security Council and aligned with France in the opposition to
the Iraqi invasion. In this same period, Hassan Nabaa and the AQ13 group arrived in
Lebanon.
The race for the Lebanese presidential election starts in this much tensed context, with
great uncertainty as to whether the Syrians would support an extension of Lahoud's
mandate, who did not know whether he would stay President.
In February-March 2004, assuming that the Syrians had made up their mind in favour of
Lahoud, Hariri started a pre-emptive campaign against the extension of his mandate and in
favour of another pro-Syrian candidate whom he thought would take a smooth attitude as
former President Hrawi.
At the time however, Syria was still undecided about the extension of Lahoud's term or
for another candidate.
In July-August 2004, when asked by journalists during an official trip to Kuwait regarding
the Lebanese election, Assad had responded that all candidates were Syria's friends.
In August-September 2004, Wissam Al-Hassan visited General El Sayed on behalf of
Rafik Hariri to obtain confirmation of the final Syrian position on the presidency.
According to General El Sayed, the personal attack conducted by Hariri against the
extension of Lahoud's term would push the Syrians to support it. Further to that, Hariri
presided the Council of Ministers deciding on the amendment of the Constitution required
for the extension of Lahoud's mandate and voted the extension in the Parliament. Only
Walid Jumblatt's group voted against it.
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E. Negotiations of the 2004 electoral law
The assassination attempt of Marwan Hamade occurred on 1st October 2004, in this
difficult and tensed political context. Jumblatt understood the attempt as a message sent to
him by the Syrians as a warning for not having voted for the extension of President
Lahoud.
On 4-5 October 2004, General El Sayed meets with the Ambassadors of the five
permanent members of the UN Security Council in Beirut to discuss the recent events and
resulting threats to the stability of Lebanon. A statement is issued.
Between 5 and 20 October 2004, Rafik Hariri understood that the extension of Lahoud's
mandate had been decided and started negotiating his appointment as future Prime
Minister under Lahoud's extended presidential mandate.
On 20 October 2004, after the failure of negotiations between Lahoud and Hariri, Hariri
resigned from the government and issues his famous farewell statement. Hariri got in
touch with General El Sayed to ask whether this will be a problem with the Syrians as this
was not his intention.

F. The August 2004 alleged meeting
The President was to be extended on 24 November 2004 whilst the general election was to
be held in May 2005.
It is alleged that in the August 2004 meeting between Hariri and Assad, Assad would have

told Hariri that he would break Lebanon on Hariri's head if Lahoud was not to be
extended. According to General El Sayed, this did not happen.

G. The evolution of the relationship between Rafik Hariri and Hezbollah
Hezbollah's alleged involvement in the assassination of Rafik Hariri was not considered
by the UNIIIC and the ISF (Information Branch) investigators until 2006. Hezbollah was
never represented in any of his governments.
The relationship between Hariri and Hezbollah has gone through three stages.
•

The first phase was in the early 90s, after the Taef Agreement (Rafik Hariri was one of
the driving forces behind this agreement). Hariri was Prime Minister between 1992
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