
Practical information for journalists 
on covering criminal proceedings at the Special Tribunal for Lebanon

What kind of information will be available and accessible to journalists 
who cover the trial at the Special Tribunal for Lebanon?

There is a dedicated office in the Public Information and 
Communications Section at the STL to assist the media 
in covering the trial. The assistance provided includes 
press releases and media advisories, live updates on the 
Tribunal’s website and social media tools (such as Twitter, 
Facebook, YouTube, Flickr and Scribd), official interviews 
with the spokesperson and STL Principals, background 
briefings, as well as other services.

The STL website, which is a very comprehensive source 
of information about the Tribunal, is regularly updated 
with news, filings and other information. The website also 
features new documents related to trial which the public 
can access from the website’s home page. These documents 
will include crucial information for journalists covering 
the trial, such as:  

•	 Basic information on the STL 
•	 Actors in courtroom
•	 Case information sheets

•	 Trial calendar
•	 Rules for the public gallery 
•	 Guidelines for journalists covering the trial.

In addition, the STL produces the Judicial Brief and the 
Bulletin. The Judicial Brief, issued in English, French and 
Arabic, highlights the judicial activities of the STL while 
the Bulletin provides a monthly overview of the latest 
developments and news at the Tribunal.

It is worth noting that translation into Arabic of the filings 
is not always ready at the same time as a filing is made 
in English or French. The transcripts of the hearings are 
available in English. Translation into Arabic and French 
takes time.

A kit for journalists including all relevant documents will 
always be updated and available in the Press Office in 
the headquarters in Leidschendam and on the Tribunal’s 
website (www.stl-tsl.org).
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How would a journalist cover the STL trial from Lebanon?

There are a number of ways that reporters who are 
unable to attend the trial in The Netherlands can follow 
the proceedings from Lebanon. The proceedings will 
be streamed by audio and video on our website with a 
30-minute delay in all three official languages of the 

Tribunal. Our social media tools, Twitter, Facebook, 
YouTube, Flickr and Scribd, will be updated regularly with 
material from the proceedings.  The press office can be 
reached via a local number 04 538100.

How would a journalist cover trial at STL headquarters, in The Netherlands?

The STL will send an email to reporters on the STL mailing 
list with information about the accreditation process. This 
email will contain detailed descriptions of all the steps and 
guidelines in covering the proceedings in the Netherlands.

If you are not on the STL mailing list, please contact the 
Tribunal’s press office at stl-pressoffice@un.org.

Are there spaces reserved for journalists on the premises of the STL 
and what equipment will be available to them during trial?

The STL has a media centre and a number of public gallery 
seats will also be reserved for journalists during trial, to 
enable them to watch live proceedings from the public 
gallery. 

Journalists working from the media centre will be provided 
with wireless Internet access and TV screens on which the 
hearing will be broadcast with a 30-minute delay. 

The Court will also provide a feed from the courtroom 
to the hot-desk area of the Media Centre. The tables in 
the Media Centre contain plugs for video and audio feeds 
from the courtroom (4:3, PAL, Standard Definition): 
BNC video output and XLR audio output. You can 
record from four possible audio channels: 1 – floor (each 
participant is heard in their own language), 2 – French, 3 

– English, 4 – Arabic. Each table contains audio and video 
sockets and power plugs using European sockets with 230 
Volts AC. Please note that the Tribunal does not provide 
computers, fax machines or external phone connections.

An outside hook-up point will be provided to allow 
SNG equipment to be connected. Feeds will be available 
in 4:3, PAL, Standard Definition, SDI, and composite. 
Connections will be BNC video output and XLR audio 
output with four possible audio channels: 1 – floor, 2 – 
French, 3 – English, 4 – Arabic. Please note that there is 
no power supply available. There is also no audio/video 
connectivity between the press briefing room and the 
outside hook-up point.

Which participants in the trial will journalists be able to contact during the hearings?

This will depend on whether the participants in trial want 
to be interviewed by the media. The Press Office will 
receive requests from journalists, pass them on to the party 

in question and facilitate interviews. The Spokesperson 
will be available to the media throughout the hearings.

Are there restrictions on coverage and if so, what are they?

In terms of restrictions on substance, the reporters who 
cover the Tribunal must respect orders of confidentiality. 

In terms of technical restrictions, journalists must respect 
the rules for attendance in the public gallery which 

prohibit the possession or use of any electronic devices 
while inside the gallery.  Journalists are able to use their 
phones, computers and other electronic devices in the 
Media Center. 
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What is an order of confidentiality issued by the Judge?

Judges may order a number of protective measures to 
safeguard the identity of victims and witnesses. These 
include authorising the parties and the legal representatives 
of victims to assign pseudonyms to victims and witnesses; 
redacting information that identifies witnesses or victims; 
and ordering the non-disclosure to the public of any 
records identifying the victim or witness. 

It is important to note that the disclosure of confidential 
information before a court is prohibited in all countries, 
including Lebanon.  This is also the case at the STL.

During trial, the STL may also use image and sound-
altering devices to disguise the appearance and voices 
of victims and witnesses testifying before the Chamber 
and may allow victims and witnesses to testify in camera 
(in private). In some situations, the Tribunal may hold 

hearings in private or closed session to protect the 
confidentiality of victims and witness testimony. 

Victims and witnesses may also give evidence via video-
conference or anonymously (under very strict conditions). 
If the situation of a particular victim or witness warrants it, 
there is a possibility of relocation to a third country. This is 
reserved for individuals whose lives are at risk of imminent 
serious harm or death as a result of their interaction with 
the Tribunal.

In some instances, during the proceedings or when issuing 
a decision, the Judges may either redact a part of the ruling, 
or order the non-disclosure of a document. 

All of these are examples of orders of confidentiality.

Do orders of confidentiality violate the freedom of press?

No. Under the STL Statute and Rules of Procedure 
and Evidence, the judges have a mandate to keep the 
proceedings public, except where there are matters that 
may, for example, endanger the lives of witnesses or 

victims. In such cases, the judges may order that certain 
matters remain confidential. Freedom of the press does 
not include a right to publish confidential matters against 
judicial orders.

What is closed session or private session?

As a rule, all hearings at the Special Tribunal for Lebanon 
are public. However, in some instances, the Trial Chamber 
may order that the proceedings go into closed session. 
This would exclude the press and the public from the 
proceedings irrespective of whether they are following 
the trial from the public gallery, on television or via the 
internet. A closed session could be ordered for reasons of 
public order or morality, security, a State’s national security 
interests, non-disclosure of the identity of a victim or 

witness, the interests of justice. 

A “private session” could be ordered for the same reasons. 
Those following the proceedings on television or via 
internet, will not see a difference between a closed and 
a private session. Those following proceedings from the 
public gallery, however, will be able to see the ongoing 
proceedings but will not be able to hear what is being said.

What is the role of the journalist in protecting confidential information? 

Journalists have a responsibility to abide by the judicial 
orders of the STL. Those who knowingly disclose 

confidential information in violation of the court’s order 
can be held in contempt of court.



 What is contempt of court?

Contempt of court is a crime related to interference with 
the administration of justice. All courts and tribunals have 
the authority to punish behavior that obstructs justice. At 
the STL, this crime is included in the Rules of Procedure 
and Evidence of the STL (Rule 60bis).

Contempt is an offense against the integrity, dignity or 
effective functioning of the court. It includes – but is 
not limited to – acts such as deliberately obstructing the 

court’s proceedings by refusing to obey a court order or 
interfering with court procedures, or expressing abuse 
against or showing disrespect for the court or threatening, 
intimidating, causing any injury or offering a bribe to, or 
otherwise interfering with, a witness who is giving, has 
given, or is about to give evidence in proceedings.

Contempt is punishable by fines or imprisonment, or both.

What are the possible consequences of being charged with contempt of court?

According to the STL Rules of Procedure and Evidence, if 
charges for contempt are laid, regardless of the nationality, 
employment or other characteristics of the accused, a trial 
would take place before the STL (in the Netherlands). 

A person charged with contempt – just like any other 
accused before the STL – has the right to appear for trial 
in the Netherlands. Depending on what the Contempt 
Judge decides, he or she could be arrested (by Lebanese 
authorities, if in Lebanon) and transferred to the seat of 
the Tribunal. Other means of participation may include 

voluntary surrender or participation of the accused by 
video-link and with defence counsel present at the STL. 
The modalities of trial are decided upon by the Contempt 
Judge.

Depending on the gravity of contempt, a person found 
guilty of contempt can be sentenced to a maximum 
penalty of imprisonment for up to seven years or a fine up 
to 100,000 Euros, or both.

What is the layout of the Courtroom?
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