
Jud
ge 

Ako
um

Alter
na

te J
ud

ge

Jud
ge 

Nosw
ort

hy

Jud
ge 

Re

Pre
sid

ing
 Ju

dge

Jud
ge 

Brai
dy

Jud
ge 

Lett
ier

i

Alter
na

te J
ud

ge

Pet
er 

Hayn
es

Moh
am

mad
 F. 

M
att

ar

Nad
a A

bd
els

ate
r-A

bu
sam

ra

Dary
l A

. M
un

dis

Regi
stra

r

Norman Farrell
Prosecutor

Joyce F. Tabet
Deputy Prosecutor

Ekkehard Withopf

Dorothée Le Fraper du Hellen

Head of the Defence Office

Héleyn Uñac

Deputy Head of the Defence Office

Actors in the Courtroom

Emile Aoun
Thomas Hannis

Chad Mair

Vincent Courcelle-Labrousse
Yasser Hassan

Natalie von Wistinghausen

Mohamed Aouini
Jad Khalil

David Young
Geoff Roberts

Sarah Bafadhel



Biographies 

Judge David Re, Presiding Judge (Australian)
From 1986 to 2001 Judge Re worked in Australia 
as a barrister, a prosecutor, a solicitor in private 
practice and in criminal law reform research for 
the Attorney General’s Department. Since 2002, 
Judge Re has worked internationally as a senior 

prosecuting trial attorney at the International Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The Hague, and as an 
international judge of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina in its 
War Crimes Chamber in Sarajevo. Judge Re joined the STL as a 
Trial Chamber judge in 2010 and was elected Presiding Judge on 
7 September 2013.

Judge Micheline Braidy, (Lebanese)
Before joining the STL in 2009, Judge Braidy 
served as a judge in the Criminal Chamber of 
the Court of Appeal of Mount Lebanon. Since 
2005, she has been a judge at the Lebanese Court 
of Cassation. From 1995 to 2005, she served as a 
judge in the Criminal Chamber of the Court of 

Appeal of Mount Lebanon. From 1990 to 1993, Judge Braidy 
served as a judge in the Service des Législations et des Consultations at 
the Lebanese Ministry of Justice.

Judge Janet Nosworthy, (Jamaican)
Judge Nosworthy has significant experience at the 
international level at the ICTY and at the national 
level as a prosecutor and defence counsel. Judge 
Nosworthy was sworn in as a judge of the STL 
Trial Chamber in 2009. From 1990, she practiced 

as a mediator in alternate resolution and as of 2000 as a Court-
appointed mediator under a project in the Jamaican Supreme Court 
designed to foster settlement of pending cases and a reduction in 
the backlog of outstanding cases.

Judge Walid Akoum,  
Alternate Judge (Lebanese)
At the time of his appointment as alternate judge 
to the STL Trial Chamber in 2011, Judge Akoum 
was a member of the Court of Cassation in Beirut. 
In addition to his judicial activities, Judge Akoum 

has experience in both international and domestic human rights 
law. In 1997, he was appointed as an investigative judge in Beirut. 
In 2002, he presided over the Indictment Chamber of South 
Lebanon. In 2005, he presided over the Court of Media and the 
Court of Appeal for Misdemeanours in Beirut.

Judge Nicola Lettieri,  
Alternate Judge (Italian)
Prior to joining the STL as a Trial Chamber 
Alternate Judge in January 2014, Judge Lettieri 
served as Deputy Attorney General at the Supreme 
Court of Cassation in Italy (since 2010). From 

2004 until 2010, Judge Lettieri represented Italy to the Council 
of Europe. Since 2010 Judge Lettieri has been an ad hoc judge at 
the European Court of Human Rights. On 31 January 2014, he 
was appointed contempt judge on the basis of the existing roster 
of Judges.

Composition of the Trial Chamber

Joyce F. Tabet, Deputy Prosecutor (Lebanese)
Following consultations with the UN Secretary-
General and the Prosecutor of the STL, Ms Tabet 
was appointed to the post of Deputy Prosecutor in 
June 2009. In 1992, she became the first woman 
to hold office as an investigative judge in Beirut. 

Ten years later she was appointed advocate-general at the Court 
of Cassation assisting the Public Prosecutor in criminal cases of 
an international character.  Throughout her career Madame Tabet 
has played an active role in restructuring national legislation and 
drawing up treaties and conventions between Lebanon and other 
countries.

Ekkehard Withopf,  
Senior Trial Counsel (German)
Mr Withopf joined the Office of the Prosecutor 
(OTP) of the STL in 2009 where he currently 
serves as the Acting Chief of Prosecutions. Prior to 
that, Mr Withopf was a Senior Trial Lawyer within 

the OTP of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and a Senior 
Trial Attorney within the OTP of the ICTY. Mr Withopf also 
served as a prosecutor and as a judge in Germany.

Norman Farrell, Prosecutor (Canadian)
Norman Farrell was appointed Prosecutor of the 
Special Tribunal for Lebanon on 29 February 2012, 
after having served as Deputy Prosecutor at the 
ICTY for almost five years. Prior to that, he was 
Senior Counsel in various capacities at the ICTY 

and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). Mr 
Farrell was also a prosecutor in Canada for 10 years. In addition, 
he lectured and trained judges of the Indonesian Supreme Court 
in international humanitarian law, judges at the Special Court for 
Sierra Leone (SCSL) in the law and procedure of international 
tribunals, and members of the Co-Prosecutor’s office at the 
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) 

Representation of the OTP

Document provided by the Public Information and Communications Section of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon.
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Yasser Hassan, Co-counsel (Egyptian)
Mr Hassan is an attorney at law in the Egyptian 
Cassation Court with 24 years of experience and a 
council member of the International Criminal Bar. 
The cases in which he has been involved include 
the defence of radical political groups, political 

kidnapping and torture. Mr Hassan has experience working as a 
defence lawyer in Lebanon, Syria and the United Arab Emirates.

Vincent Courcelle-Labrousse,  
Lead Counsel (French)
Mr Courcelle-Labrousse has built a strong 
reputation as a defence lawyer in both the national 
and international jurisdictions. Mr Courcelle-
Labrousse is a member of the Paris Bar and partner 

at the Godin Associes firm in Paris. He is also admitted to the list 
of Defence counsel at the ICC and ICTR.

Natalie von Wistinghausen,  
Co-counsel (German)
Natalie von Wistinghausen, was admitted to the 
Berlin Bar, Germany, in 2001. Since being called 
to the Bar, Ms von Wistinghausen specialises in 
criminal defense as a trial advocate and has acquired 

a wide-ranging legal experience, practicing before German and 
international courts. She was admitted to the List of Counsel at 
the ICC and the ICTR.

For Hussein Hassan Oneissi

Document provided by the Public Information and Communications Section of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon.

David Young, Lead Counsel (British)
Mr Young is a Barrister, with a Scottish background, 
who was admitted to the Bar of England and Wales 
in 1986. He has extensive experience as a trial 
lawyer, defending persons accused of involvement 
in international terrorism. He is a member of 

Chambers at 9 Bedford Row in London, and has been admitted to 
the ICC and ICTY lists of Counsel.

For Assad Hassan Sabra

Geoff Roberts, Co-counsel (British)
Geoff Roberts was admitted to the New York Bar in 
2006. Mr Roberts practices internationally, almost 
exclusively before international and hybrid courts 
and tribunals. He has previously worked as a legal 
assistant or legal consultant at the ICTY, the ICC 

and the ECCC.

Thomas Hannis, Co-counsel (American)
From 1989 until 2001, Mr Hannis served as a 
federal prosecutor in the Phoenix US Attorney’s 
Office. He worked as a Trial Attorney and a Senior 
Trial Attorney at the ICTY from 2001 until 2012. 
Prior to his appointment as a co-counsel for the 

Ayyash Defence on 31 December 2013, Mr Hannis worked as a 
consultant contractor for the Ayyash Defence team. 

Emile Aoun, Lead Counsel (Lebanese)
Mr Aoun was admitted to the Beirut Bar 
Association in 1995. He has also worked as an 
official trainer at the Institute for Human Rights of 
the Beirut Bar Association since 2006 in the field 
of international law and human rights. Mr Aoun 

is currently preparing his PhD at the Université de Paris II on the 
perspective of the principle of equality of arms in international 
criminal tribunals.

The Accused and Defence Counsel

For Salim Jamil Ayyash

For Hassan Habib Merhi

Mohamed Aouini, Lead Counsel (Tunisian)
Mr Aouini was called to the National Bar in Tunis 
in 1986. He acted as Defence counsel before the 
ICTR in the past. In Tunisia, Mr Aouini was a 
magistrate from 1980 to 1985. He was elected a 
Member of the Tunisian Parliament and Chair of 

the Legislative Committee for three consecutive terms. Mr Aouini 
was also elected Vice-President of the Arab Parliament in Cairo and 
Damascus from 2005 to 2009.

Jad Khalil, Co-counsel (Lebanese)
Mr Jad Khalil has been a member of the Beirut 
Bar since 1990, and was admitted to the List of 
Defence Counsel at the STL in 2012. Mr Khalil 
is co-founder of the legal practice Khalil’s Law 
Office in Beirut. He specialises in general criminal 

law, private, public and international law. He has authored and 
co-authored numerous articles published in legal and academic 
journals. He has been admitted to the list of counsel at ICC.

Chad Mair, Co-counsel (American)
Mr Mair was admitted to the State Bar of Illinois 
in 2008. He joined the Ayyash team in 2012 and 
was appointed Co-Counsel in 2016.  Prior to 
joining the STL, Mr Mair worked for three defence 
teams at the ICTY (in trial, appeal, and a re-trial), 

achieving acquittals in two cases. 

Sarah Bafadhel, Co-counsel (British-Yemeni)
Ms. Bafadhel was admitted to the Bar of England 
and Wales in 2009. She joined the Sabra Defence in 
2013 and was appointed Co-Counsel in 2017. Ms. 
Bafadhel specialises in international criminal law, 
public international law and human rights law and 

has assisted in proceedings before the ICC and ICTY and appeared 
before the General Court of the European Union.
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Document provided by the Public Information and Communications Section of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon.

Representation of the Registry

Daryl A. Mundis,  
Registrar (American)
Dr Mundis has more than 15 years of experience 
in international criminal law and has previously 
served in the ICTY Chambers and OTP in various 
capacities. Dr Mundis first joined the STL in 2009 

as Chief of Prosecutions. He was appointed Deputy Registrar in 
January 2013 and became Acting Registrar in April 2013. In July 
2013 he was appointed as STL Registrar. Dr Mundis holds a PhD 
on the law of naval exclusion zones in international law.

Dorothée Le Fraper du Hellen,  
Head of the Defence Office (French)
Ms Le Fraper du Hellen has 25 years of experience 
in the fields of international and criminal law. From 
2013 until her appointment, she was assigned to 
protect the interests and rights of the accused 

Hassan Habib Merhi at the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, where 
she was admitted on the list of Counsel since 2012. Ms Dorothée 
Le Fraper du Hellen has been registered at the Montpellier 
Bar, France, since 1993. She first worked at the International 
Commission of Jurists in Geneva, before joining a Montpellier 
law firm. She has acquired an extensive experience in international 
criminal law namely at the International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda (ICTR), has developed expertise in the field of human 
rights in various countries throughout Europe and Africa.

Representation of the Defence Office

Héleyn Uñac,  
Deputy Head of the Defence Office (French)
Ms Uñac was appointed Deputy Head of Defence 
Office in May 2014. After being admitted to the 
bar in 1996, Ms Uñac worked as an attorney in 
France and has worked for the Defence of accused 

individuals before various international criminal tribunals, in 
particular the ICTR, the ECCC, the SCSL and the mixed tribunals 
in Kosovo. She first joined the Special Tribunal for Lebanon in 
March 2010.

Peter Haynes,  
Lead Legal Representative (British)
Mr Haynes has practiced as an advocate in criminal 
courts throughout his career. Internationally, Mr 
Haynes, an English barrister and QC, has defended 
genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 

cases. He was appointed STL Lead Legal Representative of Victims 
in 2012. Mr Haynes is a member of the Criminal Bar Association 
and the Association of Defence Counsel of the ICTY, where he is 
Chair of the Amicus Committee.

Legal Representatives of the Victims

Nada Abdelsater-Abusamra,  
Co-Legal Representative (Lebanese)
Ms Nada Abdelsater-Abusamra is the Co-Legal 
Representative for Victims at the STL. Ms 
Abdelsater-Abusamra is admitted to practice in the 
courts of New York state and is a member of the 
Beirut Bar. Throughout her years of experience she 

has handled major national and international transactions, lawsuits 
and arbitrations. Ms Abdelsater-Abusamra is active in the academic 
and civil society circles in Lebanon.

Mohammad F. Mattar,  
Co-Legal Representative (Lebanese)
Mr Mohammad F. Mattar is the Co-Legal 
Representative for Victims at the Special Tribunal 
for Lebanon. Mr Mattar is a founding partner of 
the Levant Law Practice Firm and was a partner at 

Mattar and Mattar Law Firm from 1983 till 2002. Mr Mattar’s 
principal focus is arbitration and international criminal law cases 
as well as advising on regional transactions in the Middle East and 
West Africa.

Learn more about the STL judges and senior officers on the STL website:  http://www.stl-tsl.org/en/about-the-stl/biographies

http://www.stl-tsl.org/en/about-the-stl/biographies

